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Visit Kentucky
farm to witness
the big business
of horse breeding
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The big fellow has had sen
three times already today and
it's not even noon. You'd think
he d be in ab€tter mood But hr
from basking in the afterglow,
Irc's spitting md.

I'mbn a toruofAslrford Stud,
a 650 hmtarehorse farmlocat-
ed neu Versailles iust west of
I€xington, Ky. listablished in
the 1850s, the farm is now a
subsidiarv of Coolmore Stud
Farms oilreland, the global
leader in horse racing and
breeding Ie stalliorshavesired
winners ofover lfi) group rac-
es worldwide since 1995.

Thevistaof mllirg greenhills
that surrounds the farm is a
oastoral scene that belies the
ireaw md often sweaty brni-
n6s of brcedingstalliom that
qoos on within the nearbY
6reeding shed. Before me,
standing 16.I hands tall-one
hand equals 4 inches or 10.16
cm -is Giant's Causeway, the
farm's most valuable thor-
oudrbred l{is handler, md mY
gui-de, is Ierry Sheridan, an Irish
groonls-man wlro ls responsF-ble 

for making sure that the
stud delive$ (he goods.

Not much mrry there. ln a
world of shrd srvicm where
deliverv is everything, Gianfs
Causeway is tfrd non f eremy of
stallions Hisservic€s command
$300,0fi) a performance md,
atfou app€arancsa day, that
adds uo iri $t.z milion dollas a
dav. uiith onlv six weels offa
veir, that adds uP to a lot of
doudr not to mention action.

Bit it's Giant's Causemy's
stellar pediEreettlat makes him
a star, not his stamina. FIewas

PITOTO COUNTET OT ASIIFORD STUD

Ashford Stud horse farm, above, provides the services of Giant's causelvav, top right, a
liriii ofiielir peOigree that cominands g30o,0OO per performance - four times a day.
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EYIS Oil lsralllul -.
The crossroadt of
Europe and Asia

Steed stud a cash cow

the Ilose of the YeaJ in 2000
and the sire of2005 Kentucky
Derbv contender Noble Cause-
my rind of Alim, who scored on
his debut in Austra]ia in 2006.
His mother, Mariah's Storm'
m the irsoiration for the 2m5
fitilm Dreamer,starring Kurt
Rwell md Dakota Fannin6
the s1ory ofa plucky racehorse
that ovemme indf,dible odds.
Giant's Causewayhimself even
had a role in the film. As astud,
of come,

But breeding is hud work
even for horsi exPerts like

Sheridan. The spitting sPirit
that got Giant's CausewaY
.crosi the 6nish line ahad of
his competitoralso makeshim
tough to handle.

"it takes one lad to lead him
in. one lad to hold the ail and
another to hold down the
mare," he erolains. And those
ue iust a fewbf the sk member
breedingteam.

But ius-lin case avisitor might
harbour preconcePtions of
equine love a la Black Beauty
m-esseaBinitina mmdow
of wildllowem, that notion is

shattered aft er one lookinside
our next stop, the breeding
stred Farfiombeing alove den'
thisstall has gor paddedwdlls,
a rubberized flmrcowred wifrt
shredded tires and chains on
the wall. lt look like a scene
for aWwE fi ght, not romance.
There isnl wen anY Priv-acY-
a two storey glass-enclosed
viewing window lets anyone
watchtheaction.

'What hapPens if the stud's
notinftemood?"Iask

'.we iusttakehim outto the
bamtoineetanothqmare and

then bring him back in once
he's changed his mind," says
Sheridan. It's a case of love the
onevou'rewith-sallion stYie.

Nb chance of equine ro-
mance here. It's all computer-
ized dating. Mating Plans en-
sure that bloodlines can be
trac&d. With millions of dol
lals at stake, this is a serious
business. We head to another
bant"wtrerethece'salotofsnoft-
ing and hay-kicking going on:
fie otherstalliorshavenoticed
C'irurt's CausrdYsvlagrd-\dor-
thv lidrtnss of step. Although
he-'s ihe lollapalooza of studs,
there are20 otherslallionshere.
Tlrwalso hawa gueling#-
ub of se* pnrnium foodand e*-
ercise j:rren those like Hold
ThatTiger, who commands a
meager $12,500 ashot.

For horse lovers not into
leaming the dirty details of
breedinB there are many oP'
portrnities to playhorse-wtris-
perer neaby. The Bluegrass
hegion is the heart of horse
cointrv and includes venues
sucir s-IGendand Race Coum
in Lodngton andlhe Kentucky
Hom Pt*with overSo breeds
of horses to meetAshortiaunt
awav in louiwille is Churchill
Dorirhs where the legendarY
KenhrdryDedryis heldthefi$t
Sanirdayin May.

Butfewshrd hrns allowvis-
itoF and evenAshford Stud is
by appointrnent only'

Interest ln horse racrng l:i
boomingso thismeans there's

no rest for the weary. These
stallions are iet-setters, fre-
ouenilv shuttling off to deliver
dre rfro'rougttrea gmas in ou-
bai, Australia or Japan when
the breeding seroon ends here
in luly.

But even ifvou catcb one ol
them performingwhile in tom,
desoiie the promise ofsexand
orcitement, there's no Predict-
ing the show. The actual act
cai be as strort as 15 seconds.

Provtng that, in the world of
stallions at least, it is the meat
not the motion, 
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Located off HwY. 60 near
versailles. Free tours are
conduct€d at u a'm. and 3
p.m. by apPointment'
Maximum sizefor $ouPs is
lo people. visit:
coolmore.com.
TEilIU(f,YHONSEPANT

open_Daily from March
15 to ocL 3t and limited
hours forthe rest of thg
vear. Located at 4089 lFon
works ParhvaY In
Lexington. Visit:
kyhorseparkcom;
orunollltDomls

The historic Kentuckv
Derby racetrack is located
at 700 qentral Ave.,
Louisville. visitr
kentuckyderby.com'
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